Enough Earmarks to Kill a Pig:
Senate Should Pass New Earmark Lobbyist
Disclosure Proposals

The number of Congressional earmarks has skyrocketed. According to the
Congressional Research Service, in FY 2005 there were 15,877 earmarks in the federal
budget worth $47.4 billion, compared to just 4,126 earmarks worth $29.6 billion in FY
1994 — a 285 percent increase in the number of earmarks and a 60 percent increase in
their cost.

The Senate should eliminate the practice of slipping earmarks into spending
bills outside of normal budgetary practice, without deliberations or a vote. To
improve this problem, every earmark should: 1) be identified with its Congressional
sponsor; 2) include appropriations as well as tax bills; and 3) if added in conference
committee, be subject to a point of order challenge on the floor and automatically
removed, unless enough lawmakers vote to keep it on the bill. In addition, Congress
should require lobbyists to disclose the earmarks, if any, that they worked on.

Public Citizen Research Shows Clear Harm from Secret Lobbyist
Earmarks; Distorting Public Policy and Diminishing Integrity

Some members of Congress recently voted out of office paid a heavy price for
earmark abuse.

Earmarks flowed through former Sen. Conrad Burns’s revolving door

For nearly a decade, a group of former top aides to Sen. Conrad Burns
successfully used personal and professional connections to Burns, Montana State
University’s Burns Technology Center and other institutions to secure more than $20
million in lobbying fees for themselves, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars in
federal research contracts, tax breaks and subsidies for clients.

The clients who benefited from the earmarks secured through the Burns revolving
door included Microsoft, Intelstat and Lockheed Martin.> Burns held powerful positions
as chairman of the Commerce, Science and Transportation subcommittee on
communications through the end of 2004 and as a member of the Commerce and
Appropriations committees. One earmark involved a $1 million research grant Burns won

! See Public Citizen’s Ethics Hall of Shame, Sen. Conrad Burns (Available at
http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/page.cfm?pageid=26).
2

1d.



http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/page.cfm?pageid=26

for the software firm Compressus. Not only was a former Burns staffer the lobbyist for
Compressus, but Burn’s daughter was named to its board of advisors two months later.’

Sen. Burns went to extraordinary lengths to help an Abramoff client.

Burns lobbied the Interior Department to allocate $3 million in federal funds set
aside for poor tribal schools to the Saginaw Chippewa tribe of Michigan in 2003. The
tribe, an Abramofft client, was among the wealthiest in the nation due to casino revenues.
Burns’s spokesman said the effort was to “help these tribes get a leg up and help the
children get a good education.”

But the need was dubious for the wealthy Saginaw Chippewas, as each member of
the tribe receives an annual $70,000 check. The Interior Department rejected the request
because the tribe was not eligible. Burns then performed an end-run around the Interior
Department’s decision by earmarking the funds in a 2004 appropriations bill.*

Van Scoyoc Associates — a “Cottage Industry” in Earmarks

Focusing on appropriations and taxation, one firm has continued to specialize in
procuring earmarks for clients. Six of the top 10 congressional recipients of contributions
from Stewart Van Scoyoc, a principal of the firm Van Scoyoc Associates, between 1998
and 2005 served on House or Senate appropriations committees.” Van Scoyoc’s
handiwork has shown up in many places:

* In 2003, the Alabama resort city of Orange Beach hired Van Scoyoc’s firm to
lobby for federal funds. Ray Cole, a Van Scoyoc Associates lobbyist and former top aide
to Sen. Shelby (R.-AL), handled the account. Orange Beach paid the firm $60,000 a year.
City officials credit Cole with obtaining $3.4 million in earmarks.

* Lobbyists for the city of San Antonio were surprised to learn in March 2006 that
the House Science, State, Justice, and Commerce Appropriations Subcommittee was
asked for earmarks totaling $1.3 million to buy surveillance detection equipment for the
city police department. The request was made by Van Scoyoc Associates’ lobbyists Brian
Prende, Andre Hollis and Stewart Van Scoyoc, who lobby for the manufacturer of the
equipment, Remington ELSAG Law Enforcement Systems. The “Funding Request
Form” said the “San Antonio Police Department” was the “actual recipient name.”

The Bottom Line

Policy makers and the public should be able to identify the lobbyists — and
powerful interests — that want access to public dollars. We urge Senators to
SUPPORT lobbyist disclosure of earmarks.

For more information, contact Craig Holman at: 202-454-5182 or cholman(@citizen.org.

3 Roll Call, 3/8/2006; Congress Daily, 4/24/2006, available at http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/.
4 Washington Post, 3/1/2005 and 3/5/2005, available at http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/.
* The Bankrollers, available at http://www.citizen.org/document/BankrollersFinal.pdf



mailto:cholman@citizen.org
http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/
http://www.cleanupwashington.org/hos/
http://www.citizen.org/document/BankrollersFinal.pdf


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


